Minutes of the Meeting of Thrandeston Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd January 2023 at Thrandeston Village Hall.

Present:
Councillors Anthony Ronchetti, Andrew Colchester, David Rose and Colin Swinbourne.
Philip Freeman - Parish Clerk.
Five members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. 
· Councillor    Murton, District Councillor David Burn and County Councillor Jessica Fleming.

2. Chairman’s Opening Remarks
· Councillor Rose took the Chair in the absence of the Chairman and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
 
3. To receive any declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests from members on any agenda item. To consider any requests for dispensations. 
· None.

4. Minutes of the previous meeting. 
· The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising from the minutes: 
Action Points: None.

6. Notification of any urgent business.
· None.

Public Forum.
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 Highways Reporting Reminder – Reports of potholes, flooding or any highways issue can be made to Suffolk Highways.  All defects should be reported preferably with photographs to: Report a pothole | Suffolk County Council  and a report number obtained.
County Deal – you may have heard that Suffolk along with Norfolk County Council has signed a ‘minded to’ agreement with central government regarding further devolved powers, local funding and a publicly elected County leader.  This is still to be debated in full council and is not a final commitment.  Details of the Suffolk County Deal can be found on the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/suffolk-devolution-deal
New Street Guide - The Suffolk Design: Streets Guide has just been released and can also be used by highway engineers, drainage engineers and parish councils in responding to planning applications and in the technical review and approval of new highways infrastructure.  While not compulsory, the guide has been prepared with Suffolk’s other authorities using government policies, guidance and best practice.  It replaces the Suffolk Design Guide for Residential Areas, last updated in 2000, and has been drawn up with Stantec – a global leader in sustainable design and engineering.
Greenest County Awards - Nominations are now open online and close on 1 February 2023, with a ceremony to be held in March.  Awards recognise those who are connecting with people, sharing environmental best practice and collaborating to help make Suffolk the Greenest County. Categories include Greenest Business, Greenest School, Biodiversity and Landscape, and a Greenest Tourism Award. Nominations can be submitted online at www.greensuffolk.org/awards
Road Gritting – With winter upon us the gritters are out.  Residents can do their part by parking considerately and leaving room – if we can’t fit, we can’t grit!  Gritting activities are posted to Suffolk Highways’ Twitter and Facebook accounts, or please visit: www.suffolk.gov.uk/gritting.
Environment & Climate Change - Nearly £600,000 has been pledged by Suffolk’s Public Sector Leaders, and a new Fuel Poverty Retrofit Team was set up in October to make more homes energy efficient using loft insulation and developing Suffolk's EV charging infrastructure, including support for rapid charging for taxis in strategic locations. Refer to the Suffolk Observatory website
Suffolk Waste Partnership and Christmas - SWP has guidance on how to either recycle or discard Christmas items such as cards, cards, plastics and surplus food.  Please ensure that residents and their guests know what to do with all the additional holiday things.  See Top Tips for a Greener Christmas! - Suffolk Recycling

There was a discussion of the application for Application for Planning Permission - DC/22/06214
Proposal: Planning Application - Erection of 1No storage building. Location: Eye Airfield Industrial Estate, Eye Road, Brome, IP23 8AW and the following points were made, and it was agreed they would be sent to the planning Department of Mid Suffolk District Council:
There is a lack of data and information about pluvial flood risk modelling. There is already a considerable amount , and in addition, the Parish Council drew their attention to the map which is attached which suggests how water will flow to join the River Waveney. The Clerk amended it and drew their attention to the following points:
1. There is no ditch at this location.
2. The water would need to flow uphill at this point to reach the River Waveney.
3. There is no ditch at this location.
4. Additional water will join the drainage system from the Mellis and Yaxley direction which will be exacerbated by the hard surfaces at the substation and synchronous condenser.
5. There is a drainage pipe already under the A140 at this location.
6. The additional water will flow to the River Waveney and there will be problems because the pipes through which it will flow through at various places have too little capacity. 
The numbers above refer to the map on page 3:
The increase in the area of impervious surfaces on Eye Airfield will have the following impact: 
· For every 1 mm of rainfall on 1 square metre of surface 1 litre of water will result.
· On Eye Airfield there are 7 hectares of hardstanding and roof therefore for every 1 mm of rainfall on 70,000 square metres of surface 70,000 litres of water results.
· It is not unusual for there to be 20 mm of rainfall in one day and this would result in 1,400,000 litres of water from 70,000 square metres of surface.
· This needs to be factored into any discussion on the development on the land in the Thrandeston area.
It was agreed that the only solution is for there to be a site meeting between Parish Councillors, local land owners and officers of Mid Suffolk District Council to discuss this problem. 
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7. Correspondence received.


Thrandeston Parish Council.
· 
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3rd January 2023.
· Various documents from SALC.
· Town and Parish Council Newsletter.
· Various emails from the Highways Department of Suffolk County Council.
· Constables’ Country
· Suffolk View.



8. Report from Committees:
a. Village Hall Committee
· Nothing to report.

9. The Common
a. Report from the Commons Co-ordinator.
· The marsh is wet and cold at present and the water is just beginning to flow in the land drains.
· The Parish Council has received an email from the Rural Payments Agency about extending the current agreement on the Commons. It was agreed the Clerk and Councillor Colchester will meet to discuss the extension of the agreement with the RPA. Action: The Clerk and Councillor Colchester.

10. Pond on Little Green and work on the willow trees:
· Nothing to report.
· Little Green was cut this year using a piece of equipment similar to a forage harvester. It was agreed that the work carried out was satisfactory.

11. Highway matters:
a. Self-help scheme for cutting grass verges.
· The Parish Council intends to arrange one cut of the grass verges throughout the parish in May 2023. This is because of the dangerous state of the roads until the County Council Highways Department cuts them later in the summer. The delays in cutting over the years have increased the level of danger to people using the roads in particular cyclists, on the cycle route on the Mellis Road, pedestrians, horse riders and motorists. It was agreed to request quotations for the work to cut the grass verges. Action: Councillor Colchester.
· The Clerk has already arranged for a quotation for traffic management which will be necessary under the Highways Department Self-Help Scheme.

12. Finances and financial report. 
a. Balances on Accounts 29 November 2022.
i. Current account: £6.954.27.
· The bank balance was noted.
b. Financial report and bank reconciliation. 
· Detailed accounts had been given to Councillors, which recorded all items of income and expenditure, and compared them to the budget. The spreadsheet also showed both as a percentage of the budget. 
· The accounts were to the date of this meeting. 
· There were no questions from Councillors.
c. To agree the budget and precept for 2023/2024.
· The proposed budget had been sent to Councillors and following a discussion it was agreed; and the precept will be set at £3,000, an increase of £500 to cover the cost of cutting the grass verges of the roads through the Parish. Proposed by Councillor Colchester and seconded by Councillor Ronchetti.
· The Clerk will return the precept form to MSDC. Action: The Clerk.
d. To authorise cheques for signature:
N.B. Cheque signatories to initial cheque stub and invoice.
	Payee
	Details
	Cheque Number
	Amount
	
Power

	P Freeman
	Clerk’s Pay and Expenses.
	
	£426.95
	
LGA 1972 S112

	
HMRC
	PAYE
	
	£102.20
	
LGA 1972 S112

	
	
	
	
	
LGA 1972 s111


· It was unanimously agreed to pay the invoices listed above, proposed by Councillor Swinbourne. and seconded by Councillor Rose. 
e. 
f. Requests for financial support: None.
g. Receipts due: 
i. RPA: £1,621.05
ii. 

13. Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station).
14. Planning:
a. Applications: 
· Application for Planning Permission - DC/22/06214
Proposal: Planning Application - Erection of 1No storage building
Location: Eye Airfield Industrial Estate, Eye Road, Brome, IP23 8AW
· It was agreed to object to the application.
· See above under Public Forum.
· Application for Planning Permission - DC/22/04021
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Construction and operation of Synchronous Condensers with ancillary infrastructure, and associated works including access and landscaping.
Location: Land At The Leys And Ivy Farm, Mellis Road, Yaxley, Suffolk IP21 4BT.
· The Parish Council asked for clarification of the following points on this application:
· 1. The explanation of the basis for the decision to make an application for this site is inadequate as the Parish Council does not consider it to be suitable and that a site on Eye Airfield would be correct.
· [bookmark: _Hlk123898822]2. There is no data on the impact on the electricity supply to the National Grid of moving the condenser to a site on Eye Airfield which is a few hundred metres to the east of this site. The Parish Council is aware that the condenser does not generate electricity and if there is no reduction in the level of electrical power going through the condenser the equipment could be built on the industrial site which is Eye Airfield.
· 3. No information is available on the electromagnetic impact on the area and how widespread this would be.
· 4. The plans to mitigate the visual impact on the landscape are insufficient and need to be more detailed and enforceable.
· 5. There is insufficient information on the noise impact on the area and how widespread this would be.
· 6. There is concern from local landowners of the impact of additional impervious services on the runoff of water following rainfall and where the water will go. There is already additional runoff from the substation and the hard surfaces on Eye Airfield which will be worsened by the plan for a filling station, lorry park and other buildings. Flooding is already taking place.
b. Applications – no decisions to date: 
i. Application for Outline Planning Permission - DC/22/00416
Proposal: Application for Outline Planning Permission. (All matters reserved) Erection of petrol and electric charging facility with associated shop, roadside restaurant with drive through facility, B1 and B8 starter units, HGV lorry parking facility for rest area and drivers' facilities as a phased development.
Location: Land Adjacent North Roundabout, A140 Ipswich Road, Brome, Part In The Parish of Thrandeston IP23 8AW.
· Discussion of consultants that have been suggested to advise the Parish Council on the problem of the runoff of water from this development and its impact on the Thrandeston area.
c. Planning decisions:
i. Approved: 
· Application for Works to Tree(S) in a Conservation Area - DC/22/05685
Proposal: Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Reduce 2No. Willow (T1 and T2) by 2/3. Reduce Crown of 1No. Ash (T3) by 40%
Location: Centre of Pond 37m From Ruskin House, Little Green 18m from Unnamed Road, Little Green, Thrandeston, Suffolk IP21 4BX

ii. Refused: None.


15. AOB - Any items raised earlier but not for an extended discussion or decisions and items for inclusion at the meeting on Tuesday 7th March 2023.
· None.

Action Points from this Meeting:
· The Clerk will return the precept form to MSDC. Action: The Clerk.
· The Clerk and Councillor Colchester will meet to discuss the extension of the agreement with the RPA. Action: The Clerk and Councillor Colchester.
· It was agreed to request quotations for the work to cut the grass verges. Action: Councillor Colchester.
· The Clerk will object to the planning applications agenda item: 14 a. Action: The Clerk.

Meeting closed at 8:30 p.m.
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